
50 Reads Before You Are 11 (KS2) 

 Title  Author  Genre   

1.  101 Poems for Children: A 
Laureate's Choice 
 

Carol Ann Duffy  Poetry   

2.  A Beautiful Lie Irfan Master Immigration, adventure  

3.  Beowulf Michael Morpurgo Classic, fairytale  

4.  Charlotte’s Web E B White  Nature  

5.  Cogheart 

(The Cogheart Adventures 
#1) 

Peter Bunzl Mystery, science fiction  

6.  Diary of a Wimpy Kid (Book 
1) 

Jeff Kinney  School, family 

7.  Dragonology 

(Ology #1) 

Dugald A. Steer, 
Ernest Drake 

Fantasy  

8.  Emil and the Detectives 

(Emil #1) 

Erich Kästner Classic, adventure  

9.  Firebird Saviour Pirotta and 
Catherine Hyde 

Fantasy  

10.  Gangsta Granny  David Walliams Humour  

11.  Goodnight Mr Tom Michelle Magorian WWII  

12.  Grimm Tales for Young and 
Old 

Phillip Pullman Classic, good vs. evil  

13.  Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer's Stone 

(Harry Potter #1) 

J.K. Rowling 
  

Fantasy  

14.  How To Train Your Dragon Cressida Cowell Fantasy  

15.  Jabberwocky Lewis Carroll and Joel 
Stewart 

Classic, fantasy  

16.  King Kong Anthony Browne Power, cruelty  

17.  Matilda Roald Dahl School, family  

18.  Max and the Millions Ross Montgomery Adventure, deafness   

19.  Noughts & Crosses 

(Noughts and Crosses #1) 

Malorie Blackman  Racism 

20.  Once Morris Gleitzman WWII 

21.  The Nowhere Emporium 
 

Ross MacKenzie  Fantasy  

22.  Private Peaceful Michael Morpurgo World War I  

23.  Skellig David Almond Family, mystery/fantasy  

24.  Song for a Whale Lynne Kelly Deafness, communication  

25.  Stig of the Dump Clive King Childhood, fantasy  

26.  Suffragette: The Battle for 
Equality 

David Roberts Equality, activism  
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27.  Swallows and Amazons 

(Swallows and Amazons #1) 

Arthur Ransome Classic, adventure  

28.  The Arrival Shaun Tan Immigration 

29.  The BFG Roald Dahl Adventure, good vs. evil  

30.  The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas  

John Boyne WWII  

31.  The Boy in the Tower Polly Ho-Yen Dystopia  

32.  The Demon Headmaster Gillian Cross School, science fiction 

33.  The Guggenheim Mystery Robin Stevens Adventure, autism/Asperger’s 
syndrome  

34.  The Hidden Forest Jeannie Baker Evolution  

35.  The Invention of Hugo 
Cabret 

Brian Selznick Enterprise  

36.  The Iron Man Ted Hughes Science fiction 

37.  The Jungle Book 
 

Rudyard Kipling Nature, growth  

38.  The Last Wild Piers Torday Dystopia  

39.  The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe  

C.S. Lewis  Fantasy, good vs. evil  

40.  The Lion and the Unicorn Shirley Hughes Courage  

41.  The Princess’ Blankets Carol Ann Duffy and 
Catherine Hyde 

 

42.  The Promise Nicola Davies and Laura 
Davies 

Evolution 

43.  The Sheep Pig Dick King Smith Animals 

44.  The Sleeper and the Spindle  Neil Gaiman and Chris 
Riddell 

 

45.  The Story of Tracy Beaker 
(Tracy Beaker, #1) 

Jacqueline Wilson Childhood, family  

46.  The Tempest William Shakespeare Magic, power  

47.  The Unforgotten Coat Frank Cottrell Boyce Immigration 

48.  The Wonder Garden Jenny Bloom and 
Kristjana Williams  

Nature, non fiction 

49.  Weslandia Paul Fleischman and 
Kevin Hawkes 

Adventure  

50.  Wonder R.J. Palacio Growth/school, disability  
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