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OUR
PRINCIPAL
Welcome to
ST IVO ACADEMY
SIXTH FORM

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 
prospectus for St Ivo Academy Sixth Form. 
The core aim of the academy is to help 
students to achieve their very best. For those 
of you about to embark on post-16 study 
this means helping you to achieve at the 
highest standards in your chosen subjects 
and to prepare you for the next stage in your 
career; be it university, vocational training, 
apprenticeship or employment. Whatever 
your long term goal you can be assured that 
you are joining a Sixth Form with a strong 
and established reputation for academic 
success, pastoral support and opportunities 
beyond the classroom.

One of the strengths of St Ivo Academy Sixth 
Form is the range of courses we offer. Over 
the coming pages you will see a wide variety 
of both subjects and types of courses. The 
joy of education post-16 is the discovery 
of new and exciting subjects alongside 
developing a deeper appreciation of those 
you are already familiar with. Choosing the 
right subjects is a tough decision at this 
stage but both staff and current students 
will be happy to share their experiences and 
advice with you.

A good Sixth Form education is not simply 
about the subjects you study and the 
grades that you achieve; although there is 
no escaping their central importance. There 
is also a wealth of opportunities for you to 
get involved in the wider life of the Sixth 
Form and to develop additional skills. I have 
been hugely impressed by the leadership 

qualities on show in the Sixth Form and by 
the vast amount of community leadership 
opportunities and fund raising work that 
takes place here at St Ivo. The Sixth Form 
offers many enrichment opportunities. 
These enable students to take part in new 
activities or to take part in visits locally, 
nationally and even internationally. It is the 
combination of all of these elements that 
makes our Sixth Form such a dynamic place 
and our students a group of young adults 
that makes us and the wider community 
proud.

The decision about what to study at Sixth 
Form is an important one. I am confident 
that St Ivo Academy Sixth Form can offer 
you the range of courses, quality of teaching 
and enrichment opportunities to make for 
a stimulating and fulfilling two years which 
will prepare you for the next stage in your 
life.

We are all happy to discuss your choices 
with you and to show you how our Sixth 
Form operates.

We look forward to welcoming you to St Ivo 
Academy Sixth Form.

SAM GRIFFIN
PRINCIPAL
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A LEVEL



This course is for students 
who love art, and who want 
to develop their intellectual, 
imaginative, creative and 
intuitive powers, alongside 
aesthetic understanding 
and critical judgement.

Students will learn to understand the 
interrelationships between art and 
design and develop an awareness of 
the contexts in which they operate. 
You will also increase knowledge and 
understanding from both contemporary 
and the historical viewpoints.  
Complementary subjects include 
Textiles, Design Technology, as well 
as humanity subjects such as English 
Literature or History.  Many students 
go on to Art Foundation courses before 
pursuing Art related courses at university 
or the world of work. 

The A level course consists of two 
components, both teacher assessed and 
externally moderated. Component 1: 
Personal Investigation and Component  
2 : Externally Set Assignment.

There will be opportunities to visit 
galleries and printing workshops locally 
and further afi eld.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Andrew Goold

Andrew.Goold@astreastivo.org
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ART
A LEVEL Edexcel 9FA0

“

“From the beginning of A 
level Art, I feel not only have 
I grown in technical ability, 
but thanks to the guidance 
and support of our teachers 
I have grown in confi dence 
and developed skills I can 

apply in everyday life.”



Biology is an eye-opening 
subject to study that allows 
you to cover a wide range of 
interesting and engaging 
topics.

You will develop your skills in thinking 
about the activity of your body and all 
the incredible organisms in the world 
around you. As well as the theory, 
there is the important experimental 
aspect of the course, assessed through 
a variety of engaging practicals and 
logged in a lab book. We are one of a 
select number of schools where you will 
get the opportunity to actually make 
recombinant plasmids (normally a 
university experiment) rather than just 
learning about it.

Biology is an excellent subject to 
have if you would like to be involved 
in pharmaceuticals, physiotherapy or 
ecology; if you hope to go to university 
to study medicine or psychology; 
or if you wish be involved in caring, 
medical or sports professions later 
on. Complementary subjects include 

Chemistry, Sports, Psychology, 
Geography and Maths.  

To have the widest possible choice in 
future, especially if you wish to study 
science at university, you should consider 
taking two science A-levels.  Most 
university courses count Mathematics, 
Geography or Psychology as a second 
science.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Adam Powell

Adam.Powell@astreastivo.org

BIOLOGY 
A LEVEL AQA, A2(7402)

“The outside speakers 
and fi eld course gave 

me a greater insight into 
the specifi c areas that 

interest me.”

“
5



If you want to know more 
about how businesses make 
decisions, solve problems 
and earn profi ts, then A level 
Business Studies is for you.

Business Studies gives you the opportunity 
to learn about strategic decision-making, 
together with functions and roles of 
business activities such as marketing and 
fi nance.   An interest in current affairs is 
essential, together with a willingness to 
learn and apply business models and 
ideas to a variety of contexts.

The course focuses on business functions, 
external infl uences and strategic 
decision-making, and is assessed by three 
examinations at the end of Year 13.  A level 
Business Studies will allow you to develop 
your skills of research, communication, 
analysis and evaluation, all of which 
prepare you well for higher education.
This subject works well with Economics, 
Philosophy, Maths, English and Politics. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
John Burniston

John.Burniston@astreastivo.org

BUSINESS STUDIES
A LEVEL AQA 7132

6

“

“It is exciting to study 
the models and theories 
which we then see real 

world businesses using.  I 
particularly enjoy business 
strategy in Year 13 because 
we study how companies 

such as Apple operate”



Are you a future medic, 
vet, engineer, biomedical 
scientist or pharmacist? If so 
Chemistry is for you! 

Although challenging, the A level 
Chemistry course enables you to study 
areas such as drug synthesis and analysis, 
reaction mechanisms and chemistry of 
some biological compounds. There are 
opportunities to take part in master classes 
at university laboratories. Students also 
have the chance to take part in prestigious 
competitions and gain Olympiad awards 
from the Royal Society of Chemistry.

The course comprises topics within 
the areas of physical, inorganic and 
organic chemistry, building on GCSE 
components. The required practical 
element of the course develops skills in 
all areas. A minimum of 12 experiments 
are completed, recorded and analysed. 
Complementary subjects include Biology, 
Physics, Geography and Maths.  

To have the widest possible choice in 
future, especially if you wish to study 

science at university, you should consider 
taking two science A Levels.  Most 
university courses count Mathematics, 
Geography or Psychology as a second 
science.

ENTRY REQUIRMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Donna Squires

Donna.Squires@astreastivo.org

CHEMISTRY 
A LEVEL AQA, 7404, 7405 

“The world is full of wonders, 
but Chemistry makes them 

more spectacular.”

7

“



This is a great choice if you 
have an interest in how 
theatre-makers create 
meaning for audiences.

We explore the roles played by lighting, 
set design, sound, costume and of course 
acting, in providing spectators with 
exciting theatrical experiences. You will 
study plays, create original drama work 
and experience live theatre. You will also 
be invited to direct, perform or design 
for an extra-curricular project. You will 
become adept at analysis, and evaluating 
and interpreting visual, verbal and written 
meaning, and become increasingly 
inventive and creative.

This course will prepare you well for higher 
education and richly equip you for a wide 
range of career choices. Ex-students 
include TV presenters, puppeteers, 
midwives, business owners and the a  
previous Mayor of St Ives. Complementary 
subjects include English Literature, 
Dance, or indeed any subject since Drama 
related skills are highly sought after in 
every career.

There will be opportunity to take part in at 
least two theatre visits per year.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Amanda Crellin

Amanda.Crellin@astreastivo.org

DRAMA & THEATRE
A LEVEL AQA, 7262

“University admissions 
tutors recommend Drama 

and Theatre ‘A’ level as 
it broadens the range of 

academic and life skills that 
you need.  I like it because 

it’s challenging and fun too”

8

“



If you have an enquiring 
mind and want to know 
how individuals, fi rms and 
governments make decisions 
that affect all of our lives, then 
A level Economics provides 
an excellent framework for 
understanding these issues.

Economics underpins our lives – from 
questions such as “Can we afford a free 
NHS?”, to “How come some business 
owners earn million pound bonuses?”   
An interest in current affairs is essential, 
together with a willingness to learn and 
apply economic models and ideas to a 
variety of contexts.  We visit the Bank of 
England and there are opportunities to 
enter the Royal Economics Society Young 
Economist essay competition. 

The course is 100% examined and 
comprises three components, two of which 
will focus on micro and macroeconomics, 
with the third being a synoptic paper. A 
level Economics will allow you to develop 
your skills of research, communication, 
analysis and evaluation, all of which will 

prepare you well for higher education. A 
level Economics works well with Business 
Studies, Philosophy, History, Law, Maths, 
and English.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
John Burniston

John.Burniston@astreastivo.org

ECONOMICS
A LEVEL AQA 7136

“Economics will help me in 
the future by giving me a 
further understanding of 

how the ‘real world’ works”

9
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Students who love to read 
and delve into the meaning, 
style and contexts of 
language; those who are not 
afraid to think deeply and 
work independently; those 
who enjoy discussion and 
debate about literature and 
how to interpret it. 

This course is demanding yet varied and 
very enjoyable. Students will develop their 
writing, analytical and reading skills.

The course is 80% examined with 20% 
non-examination assessment. There are a 
number of texts to study including novels, 
short stories, plays and poetry. The earliest 
texts pre-date Shakespeare and the most 
modern are only just published.

This well-established and popular A 
level course has a good reputation with 
universities and is a very useful qualifi cation 
to have for any kind of humanities degree. 
Employers, too, respect the rigour and 
quality of the course.  The choice of post-
graduate options is very wide indeed. The 

subject provides a fi rm supportive basis 
for any course or employment requiring 
language skills of any kind.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Ritchie Slack

Ritchie.Slack@astreastivo.org

ENGLISH LITERATURE
A LEVEL OCR H472

“The best thing about 
English is that you are 
encouraged to develop 

your own ideas.  Discussion 
is really important and I 

think this prepares you for 
university”

10
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The EPQ is an AS qualifi cation 
which is taken in addition to 
your other A level courses.

This allows you to independently research 
almost any topic that interests you. It could 
be sparked by something you have learned 
about in a GCSE lesson, or by a hobby that you 
have outside of school. 

Anyone who is thinking of applying to 
university should take EPQ. It demonstrates a 
clear ability to carry out work independently, 
and can be used in your Personal Statement 
to show passion for the subject outside of 
lessons. Additionally, many universities such as 
York, Manchester or UEA often offer reduced 
entry requirements for students who score an 
A/A* in EPQ. Please check individual courses 
on university websites for more information. 

Between September and January, you will 
have 3 hours of lessons per fortnight with 
your supervisor, identifying your topic and 
learning how to research independently. From 
February onwards, there are tutorials. The 
entire project will be completed at the start of 
June, before your Year 12 internal exams.

Your project will follow one of two routes. 
Most students produce a 5,000 word report 
answering a question such as “To what extent 

can electric cars solve the problem of global 
warming?”, or “How might Brexit impact the 
Premier League?” Other students choose 
to produce an artefact plus a much smaller 
report which explains their research process. 
There are very few restrictions on what an 
artefact can be. Previous students have made 
a drum, a Tudor-inspired jumper, a story in 
the style of Roald Dahl, and many more. 

All students will also fi ll out a Production Log 
throughout the year describing their process, 
strengths and weaknesses. You will also need 
give a short presentation to your class once 
you have fi nished.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to page 
46.

Subject Lead
Simon Hedges

Simon.Hedges@astreastivo.org

EPQ (EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION)
AS LEVEL AQA 7993

“The EPQ is the perfect way to 
prepare for university. I developed 
some important skills and really 

enjoyed the opportunity to research 
a topic of personal interest.”

11“



This course is designed for 
those students who would 
like to develop a critical and 
questioning mind.

It is suited to those people who have a 
keen interest in the world around them 
whether it is from a historical, cultural, 
political, social, psychological or religious 
perspective. Students who take this course 
typically enjoy the cut and thrust of debate 
and enjoy listening to the complexity of 
beliefs and opinions of others.

The course has three sides to it. Philosophy 
of Religion, ancient and modern 
philosophies.  This asks questions such as, 
Can you prove that God is real? Why is there 
evil in the world? Ethics includes work on 
sexual ethics, euthanasia and business 
ethics, along with different ethical theories.  
We also study Christianity in the Theology 
module.  All three modules link together.  
Assessment is internally through essay 
practice and three externally examined 
papers at the end of the course.

The aim of the course is to allow students 
with an interest in this fi eld to explore 

concepts and key thinkers, developing their 
own understanding and skills of analysis 
and critical thinking. It complements a 
study of other subjects such as English 
Literature, History, Politics, Psychology, 
Drama and Law.  Past students have 
gone on to study Philosophy, Theology 
or Classics at university. They have also 
used it to complement other university 
courses such as Medicine, Politics, English, 
Teaching or Law, where critical thinking 
skills are required alongside the ability to 
research and analyse.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Karen Seekings

Karen.Seekings@astreastivo.org

ETHICS, PHILOSOPHY & THEOLOGY
A LEVEL OCR H573

“I like the way it challenges 
my own beliefs and ideas 

and forces me to think 
about why I hold them”

12
“



If you have a real enthusiasm 
for fi lm as an art form, and 
you are excited by watching, 
refl ecting and analysing 
fi lms then Film Studies is the 
course for you.

The course also offers you the opportunity 
to become a fi lmmaker, learning the 
directors’ craft and producing your own 
short fi lms and screenplays. In addition 
you could apply your skills outside the 
classroom as a Film ambassador or 
member of Film Club.

You will study a broad range of fi lms: 
mainstream and independent American 
cinema from the past and present, 
British fi lm, global cinema, documentary, 
experimental and silent fi lm. For the non-
exam assessment element (30% of the 
course) you will study short fi lm making 
and use this to inform your own work. 
A level Film Studies equips you with 
both critical thinking skills and creative 
practical skills. The course works well 
with English Literature, Photography, Art, 
Theatre Studies and Ethics.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Francesca Malster

Francesca.Malster@stivoschool.org

FILM STUDIES
A LEVEL Eduqas - A670QS

“I loved A-level Film - it was 
hands down my favourite 

part of school. The teaching, 
the subject and the people 
combined to make school 

feel not just worthwhile but 
weirdly special.”

13
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If you are interested on 
improving your linguistic 
skills and developing a 
greater understanding of 
how French speaking society 
has been shaped socially 
and culturally, and how it 
continues to change, then 
French A Level is for you. 

French fosters a range of transferable 
skills including communication, critical 
thinking, research skills and creativity. You 
will study a range of contemporary social 
issues, including technological change 
and the diversity and the benefi ts it brings. 
You will also be looking at French speaking 
artistic culture, including music, cinema 
and political power, and its impact on 
youth culture. There will be opportunities 
to take part in trips abroad and experience 
university lectures. A foreign language 
A Level will complement and enhance 
a whole variety of subjects, in particular 
students wishing to apply to Russell Group 
universities will benefi t from having 
a language A level alongside another 
facilitating subject, such as: Mathematics, 

Further Mathematics, English Literature, 
Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Geography, 
and History. The course is comprised of 
two written papers as well as a speaking 
exam based on individual research project 
of your choice.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Annalisa Champley-Potter

Annalisa.Champley-Potter@astreastivo.org

FRENCH
A LEVEL AQA, A FRENCH 7652 

“French A Level is a challenging 
but satisfying course – I have 

really enjoyed this year.  Having 
a small group gives a great 
opportunity to learn well in 

lessons”

14
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Further Mathematics is a 
course designed for able 
students who want to 
extend their mathematical 
knowledge.

The course builds on from A level 
Mathematics and allows you to tackle a 
wider breadth of work and some more 
demanding topics. You will focus very 
strongly on Pure Mathematics. There are 
also lessons on Statistics and Decision 
Mathematics throughout the course. 
The A Level examination consists of two 
exam papers in Pure Maths and two more 
examination papers in Further Statistics 
and Decision Maths.

You would be well advised to take Further 
Mathematics if you are interested in 
a degree in Mathematics, Economics, 
Physics, or Engineering. However, the 
course is also interesting to anyone with 
a real appreciation of mathematics and 
wishes to extend their mathematical 
ability.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Tutor contact
Steven Mackey

Steven.Mackey@astreastivo.org

FURTHER MATHEMATICS
A LEVEL AQA 7357

“At  A level I didn’t just learn 
to understand Mathematics, 

I learnt to love it”

15
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If you are interested in 
a dynamic, challenging 
and highly topical course, 
focused on developing a 
deeper understanding of our 
world and the physical and 
human processes that shape 
it, then A Level Geography is 
for you.

This course is for critical and refl ective 
learners. You will study the complexity 
of people-environmental interactions, 
contemporary issues and the values, attitudes 
and circumstances impacting on people-
place relationships. You will also develop 
qualitative and quantitative approaches to 
geographical enquiry. As well as numerous 
fi eldwork experiences you will be given 
opportunities to take part in optional lectures. 
There is also the opportunity to become 
a sixth form geography ambassador. The 
course comprises of three examined units 
and an independent investigation on a 
topic of your choice. Geography enables you 
to become a more informed 21st century 
citizen with a better understanding of the 
contemporary challenges facing our world 
today. The course complements many other 

subjects, particularly: History, Politics, English 
Literature, Law and the Sciences.

Topics Covered in A Level Geography:
Unit 1 – Physical Systems: Glaciation and Water and the 
Carbon Cycle (22%)
Unit 2- Human Interactions: Changing Spaces; Making 
Places, Migration and Human Rights (22%)
Unit 3 – Geographical Debates: Climate Change and 
Hazardous Earth (36%)
Unit 4 – NEA Students complete an NEA (Non Examined 
Assessment) consisting of an independent investigation 
which is of particular personal interest related to any 
area of the specifi cation. (20%)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Tutor contact
Rob Chambers

Rob.Chambers@astreastivo.org

GEOGRAPHY
A LEVEL OCR, H481

 “I’m really glad I have taken A 
level Geography – being both an 

arts and a science subject means 
it has given me far greater choice 
and fl exibility when applying for a 

university course”

16
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Interested in improving 
your linguistic skills and 
developing a greater 
understanding of how 
German speaking society 
has been shaped socially and 
culturally? German A Level is 
for you.  

German fosters a range of transferable 
skills including communication, critical 
thinking, research skills and creativity. 

You will study technological and social 
change, looking at the multicultural 
nature of German speaking society. You 
will study highlights of artistic culture 
including art and architecture and will 
learn how Germany’s political landscape 
was formed. There are opportunities to 
take part in trips abroad and experience 
university lectures. A foreign language 
A Level will complement and enhance a 
whole variety of subjects. The course is 
comprised of two written papers as well 
as a speaking exam based on individual 
research project of your choice. 

In particular students wishing to apply 
to Russell Group universities will benefi t 
from having a language A level alongside 
another facilitating subject, such as: 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, 
English Literature, Physics, Biology, 
Chemistry, Geography, and History. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Annalisa Champley-Potter

Annalisa.Champley-Potter@astreastivo.org

GERMAN
A LEVEL AQA German A 7662

“German at A level is defi nitely 
a worthwhile subject! 

Compared to GCSE, the small 
group size gives you a more 

enjoyable learning experience.  
The topics are more varied and 

lessons are both interesting 
and entertaining!”

17
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A level History is bursting 
with thought provoking 
topics including interesting 
individuals like Stalin, 
William Pitt the Younger and 
Michael Collins.  

The study of A level History requires you 
to weigh up differing points of view, to 
consider the perspectives of a range of 
authors, to critically analyse information 
and to debate with your peers. You will 
be expected to read around the subject 
and develop independent learning 
skills.   A Level History students have the 
opportunity to go on a residential trip to 
Dublin or Berlin.

History works well with Politics, Geography, 
English Literature and Law and may lead 
into careers in journalism, media, law, the 
civil service, teaching and many more as 
the skills you learn in History will be useful 
whatever your career path. Our European 
and British History course is taught by 
specialist staff and supported by online 
resources. 20% of the course is coursework.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Elaine Warriner

Elaine.Warriner@astreastivo.org

HISTORY
A LEVEL OCR A2-H505

“When I was applying for 
university, History A level 

was seen as a well respected 
subject”

18

“



Law is a fascinating subject 
which impacts almost in 
every aspect of our lives.

At the time of writing, the Inquiry into the 
Manchester Arena is taking place, Covid-19 
legislation is being passed, and the fi nal 
stages of Brexit are being discussed. If 
you are interested in similar issues as well 
as learning how the English legal system 
provides criminal and civil justice, consider 
law as one of your A level options. Law 
works well with any subject combination 
in sixth form and prepares you well for a 
number of different degrees.

You will study how the English legal 
system operates as well as a full study of 
criminal law, including offences against 
the person and property. We then go on 
to study the law of contract and tort.

This 100% examined course is delivered 
through presentations, problem solving, 
group work, visiting speakers and role 
play normally. There are opportunities to 
visit Luton Crown Court and Huntingdon 
Magistrates’ Court.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Simon Hedges

Simon.Hedges@astreastivo.org

LAW
A LEVEL AQA 7162A

“The visit to the Old Bailey 
in particular inspired me 
to study law at university 

and to pursue a career as a 
solicitor”

19

“



This demanding yet popular 
course focuses very strongly 
on Pure Mathematics, 
Algebra, Graphs, Equations 
and Trigonometry.

In addition you will be introduced to 
Calculus. There are also lessons on Statistics 
and Mechanics, building on knowledge 
from GCSE. You will also be taught to 
read and comprehend mathematical 
arguments and construct proofs.

The A Level examination consists of two 
exam papers in Pure Maths and a third 
paper in both Statistics and Mechanics. 
Mathematics A level is well respected 
at all top universities, even if you are 
applying for a course without substantial 
mathematical content.

If you have an interest in studying 
Economics, the Sciences or Engineering, 
then Mathematics is usually viewed as 
essential, with Further Mathematics often 
also seen as desirable.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Tutor contact
Steven Mackey

Steven.Mackey@astreastivo.org

“At A level I didn’t just learn 
to understand mathematics, 

I learnt to love it”

MATHEMATICS
A LEVEL Edexcel 9MAO/01/02/03

20
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A level Media Studies is the 
perfect subject for you if 
you are interested in the 
central role the media plays 
in contemporary culture, 
society and politics.

You will explore the way media shapes 
our perceptions of the world through the 
representations, ideas and points of view 
they offer.  The course also offers you the 
opportunity to apply the skills you have 
learnt by making your own media texts. 
In addition you could be involved outside 
the classroom as a Media ambassador 
working with the department on a variety 
of exciting opportunities.

There are three components to the course.
The fi rst component is a written exam and 
focuses on advertising, marketing, fi lm, 
newspapers, radio and video games. The 
second exam is on television, magazines 
and online media. Finally there is the 
non-exam assessment part of the course 
where you will have the opportunity to 
produce a television sequence, a music 
video, a magazine or marketing for a fi lm. 

A level Media Studies equips you with 
both critical thinking skills and creative 
practical skills. The course works well 
with English Literature, Photography, Art, 
Graphics and Ethics.

The department is equiped with a range 
of cameras, tripods, lights and software.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Francesca Malster

Francesca.Malster@astreastivo.org

MEDIA STUDIES
A LEVEL Eduqas – A level Media Studies A680QS

“I think a good media 
student needs to be strong-

minded and question 
everything they hear and 

see.  Media Studies teaches 
students how to do that”
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A level music is for you if 
you are creative, passionate 
about music and its place 
in the world, and keen 
on continuing a practical 
approach to education.

A level music lessons continue to combine 
practical and theory work at a high level, 
with a course that is stimulating and varied 
in its content. The A level course offers 
academic rigour as well as opportunities 
to enjoy working with your peers 
practically. You will be key to inspiring 
younger musicians to develop their 
skills, participating in school showcases 
and expanding your experiences by 
attending relevant live music events. The 
course is comprised of 60% coursework 
in Performing and Composing, with the 
option of each student weighting one of 
the two more heavily depending on your 
strengths. There is also a fi nal listening 
exam worth 40%, covering Areas of 
Study based on the developement of the 
Symphony, the history of Musical Theatre, 
and 20th Century Music styles.

You will study and analyse set musical 
genres, learn in detail how to write 
complex music in Classical and Popular 
styles, and perform regularly. Music is 
an ideal accompaniment to other arts 
subjects, languages or humanities, and 
also provides a good contrast to maths/
sciences. Hundreds of academic music 
degrees are offered nationally, as well as 
music college opportunities.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Eleanor MacLeod

Eleanor.MacLeod@astreastivo.org

MUSIC
A LEVEL Eduqas A Level Music A660PA

“If you have an interest 
in music, you will learn 
so much and so many 

opportunities will open up 
to you.  If you have a passion 
for music, take this course”
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An exciting yet demanding 
course, A Level Photography 
aims to develop 
photographic, creative and 
intellectual skills along 
with the ability to analyse 
contextual references, 
techniques and processes 
using written annotation.

You will study thematic practical projects 
and write an essay of 1500 – 3000 words 
which relates to the contextual research 
within the practical work. An A level in 
Photography is excellent preparation for 
higher education courses in Photography, 
Illustration, Graphic Design, Animation, 
and Game Design.

A bridge camera is suffi cient but students 
will not be able to rely solely on a phone 
camera. All computer equipment and 
related software is available at the 
Academy.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Andrew Goold

Andrew.Goold@astreastivo.org

PHOTOGRAPHY
A LEVEL Edexcel A2 9PYO

“I chose photography 
because it changes the way 

you see ‘everyday things’. 
Suddenly you notice light, 
shapes, colours, textures. 

Everything around you looks 
different when you see the 
world as a photographer”
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If you are interested in sport 
but want to delve deeper 
into the scientifi c and 
sociological aspects of sport 
then this course offers you 
that opportunity. 

The course focuses on physiological and 
psychological factors, and socio-cultural, 
historical and biomechanical effects, and 
seeks to establish how much impact they 
have on improving and then optimising 
sports performance.

70% of the course is examined, 20% is 
assessed in either practical performance 
or coaching and 10% is written coursework.  
Units covered in the course include 
Applied Anatomy and Physiology, Skill 
acquisition and Sport and Society.

PE combines well with subjects such as 
Biology, English Literature, History and 
Physics.  Sports Studies/Sports Science 
can be studied at undergraduate, Masters 
and PhD level.  Many jobs in the sport 
and leisure industry are now looking at 
Sports Studies as an essential background 

for future development.  PE is also an 
advantage when looking into jobs such as 
Physiotherapy and Sports Journalism.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Christopher Havard

Christopher.Havard@astreastivo.org

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
A LEVEL AQA 7582

“I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my two years in A level 

PE.  I have learnt how the 
body functions in sport and 

as a result improved as a 
performer”
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Are you inquisitive and do 
you enjoy solving problems 
using Mathematics? Then 
Physics is a possibility for 
you.

A Level Physics is a course that aims 
to explain why everything works; from 
a ferris wheel at a fairground to the 
Quantum theory surrounding the Gold 
Leaf Electroscope. You may have the 
opportunity to visit the Large Hadron 
Collider at CERN, Geneva and take part 
in the six month Engineering Education 
Scheme project.

The course comprises a series of modules 
that build upon work studied at GCSE. The 
aim is to gain a deeper understanding 
of those topics and develop high level 
problem solving skills. There is a practical 
element of the course which requires 
the completion of 12 experiments that 
are recorded and analysed in a lab 
book. Complementary subjects include 
Chemistry, Biology and Geography.  Maths 
is strongly recommended.

To have the widest possible choice in 
future, especially if you wish to study 
science at university, you should consider 
taking two science A Levels.  Most 
university courses count Mathematics, 
Geography or Psychology as a second 
science.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Andrew Flower

Andrew.Flower@astreastivo.org

PHYSICS
A LEVEL AQA A2 7408

Winners of the EES Gold Crest Award & Industrial Cadets Award

“A fascinating subject that 
I am going to continue with 

into university”
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If you are interested in current 
affairs and the ways in which 
different views in society are 
managed, how confl ict is 
resolved and where power is 
located, then A level Politics 
is the course for you.

A level Politics is a course for inquisitive 
minds.  You  will normally get the 
opportunity to take part in debates, visit 
the Houses of Parliament and enjoy a 
programme of visiting speakers.  In addition 
there will be leadership opportunities in a 
student-led politics society.

The course comprises of  three components, 
two of which will be on UK Government 
and Politics, together with political ideas.  
The third component is about US Politics.  
A level Politics will allow you to develop 
your skills of research, communication, 
analysis and evaluation, all of which will 
prepare you well for higher education. In 
Year 12 there will be an opportunity to visit 
the Houses of Parliament.

This subject works well with Philosophy, 
History, Law and English Literature.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Simon Hedges

Simon.Hedges@astreastivo.org

POLITICS
A LEVEL Edexcel 9PLDA

"At fi rst I was unsure 
whether I made the right 
decision choosing Politics.  
Now I never look back!  If 

you like class debates and 
current affairs, then Politics 

is the subject for you!"
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This course is creative and 
thought provoking.

It is designed to inspire and challenge 
all students to develop their creativity 
and innovative skills. It gives you the 
practical skills and theoretical knowledge 
to design and make prototypes that 
solve real world problems. You will gain 
a real understanding of what it means 
to be a designer; equipping you with 
design skills for the future and giving 
you the confi dence to succeed in higher 
education.

You will complete two units over the 2 
year course:
Unit 1: Principles of Design and Technology.
This is an externally-examined paper 
where you will be required to apply your 
knowledge and understanding of a wide 
range of subject content. The written 
examination will be in June of the fi nal 
year of the course and will count towards 
50% of the qualifi cation.

Unit 2: Independent Design and Make 
Project. You will undertake a substantial 
design, make and evaluate the project 

which will test your skills in designing and 
making a prototype. This will be internally 
assessed and externally moderated in 
April of the fi nal year of the course and will 
count towards 50% of the qualifi cation.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Tutor contact
Andrew Gower

Andrew.Gower@astreastivo.org

PRODUCT DESIGN (RESISTANT MATERIALS)

A LEVEL Edexcel 9DTO

“The course with its mix of 
practical, design and industry 
based theory encouraged me 

to continue into a pathway 
using these things at the end of 

my course.”
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If you are interested in 
studying people and the 
reasons why different people 
behave the way they do, then 
Psychology is the course for 
you. 

The Psychology specifi cation introduces 
students to the broad range of Psychology 
topics from the ways people infl uence 
our behaviours, how the attachments we 
make as a baby can affect our behaviour 
as adults, and psychopathology (what is 
normal/abnormal, depression, OCD and 
treatment). You will also study research 
methods.

The second year builds on the fi rst and has 
options with forensic, schizophrenia and 
relationships being the current favourites.  
20% of the course is science-based and 
10% mathematically based and the course 
is 100% examined. A level Psychology 
works well with all academic and creative 
subjects.  For career opportunities, the 
understanding and analysis of human 
behaviour and experience is relevant to all 
areas.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Tutor contact
Edith Robinson

Edith.Robinson@astreastivo.org

PSYCHOLOGY
A LEVEL AQA A2 – 7182

“Psychology broadened my 
thinking - I now have more 

understanding and empathy 
for other people.”
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This diverse and fascinating 
course aims to develop 
your fashion and textile 
techniques, creative and 
intellectual skills along 
with the ability to analyse 
contextual references, using 
written annotation. 

The A level Textiles and Fashion course 
consists of two components, both internally 
assessed and externally moderated, a 
thematic practical project and an essay 
of 1500 – 3000 words which relates to the 
contextual research within the practical 
work. Component 2 is externally set and 
thematically based. It is advantageous to 
be able to work with a sewing machine 
at home, but it is not essential. It is very 
important to be equipped with a box of 
textile tools and materials.

An A level in Textiles and Fashion is 
excellent preparation for higher education 
courses in subjects such as Fashion 
Design, Textiles, Interior Design, Fine Art, 
Illustration, and Decorative Arts.

There will normally be opportunities to 
visit galleries and printing workshops.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Tutor contact
Andrew Goold

Andrew.Goold@astreastivo.org

TEXTILES/FASHION
A LEVEL Edexcel A2 – 9TEO

“The course offers me the 
chance to learn a wide 

variety of fashion and textile 
skills. I can express myself 

creatively and it exposes me 
to the possibility of working 

in the fashion and design 
related industry.”
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LEVEL THREE



You will develop your 
technical, performance and 
choreographic skills, learn 
set repertoire, and appreciate 
existing professionals’ work..
During this exciting course you will 
complete two internally marked 
units and two externally marked 
units.  You will normally be required to 
perform in our annual productions of 
Ivolution and Spring Showcase.

There are 4 components to this course – 
Year 12: Developing Skills and Techniques 
for Live Performance (internal) and 
Investigating Practitioners’ Work 
(external); Year 13 covers Movement in 
Performance (internal) and a Group 
Performance Workshop (external).

We normally offer the opportunity of a 
trip to London where you will experience 
classes taught by professionals as well 
as back stage theatre tours and a West 
End show. Where possible, we also offer 
opportunities such as workshops led by 
professional dance artists and trips to 
the Theatre. This course is an excellent 
stepping stone for university courses 
in Dance, Drama, Performing Arts, 
Musical Theatre, or any other subject you 

wish to study as the self-discipline and 
transferable skills are all valued.  It offers 
the opportunity to work with visiting 
professional dancers and choreographers. 
Career progression includes being a 
professional dancer, choreographer, 
teacher, journalist, physiotherapist, 
costume designer, community worker or 
stage manager.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Lindsay McAdam

Lindsay.Mcadam@astreastivo.org

PERFORMING ARTS (DANCE)
BTEC LEVEL 3 Edexcel Pearson 601/7233/2

“I found this course really 
interesting as we were given 

the opportunity to experiment 
with and explore different 

styles of dance. This course 
has further helped my 

confi dence, physical strength 
and allowed me to gain the 

knowledge that I need to 
move towards a career in 

Dance.”

32 “



If you are interested in food, 
the relationship between 
food and the human body 
as well as practical skills for 
cooking and preparing food, 
then Level 3 Food Science 
and Nutrition is the right 
course for you.

The course encourages refl ective practices, 
encouraging a creative and innovative 
approach to learning. The course allows 
you to develop both academic and 
practical skills through applied learning. 
This includes regular practical lessons, 
working with a wide variety of foods, visits 
to Borough market and links with local 
businesses.

Assessments is through written 
examination, projects and case studies 
and so is suitable for all learning styles. 

Practical lessons take place most weeks 
and students are expected to bring 
ingredients from home. The amount 
per practical can be sometimes be £5, 
although every effort is taken to keep 

costs down. In exchange for this cost, a 
delicious dish which may be served as 
part of the family meal is produced. It is 
acceptable to make small quantities if this 
fi ts the family budget more appropriately.

Level 3 Food Science and Nutrition is an 
equivalent to 1 A Level and works well with 
A level Biology, Chemistry and Maths and 
also Psychology and the Art subjects.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Kelly Evans

Kelly.Evans@astreastivo.org

FOOD SCIENCE & NUTRITION
LEVEL 3 WJEC Eduqas 4563QD

“Food science prepared me 
fully for my university course. It 

provided a very solid foundation 
from which to study, you learn 
all of the practical skills and it’s 

FUN!”
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This course is designed 
for those interested in 
health care, social care 
and childhood education. 
The foundations of the course are built on 
developing knowledge of the various job 
roles in the health, social and early year’s 
sectors. You will develop a knowledge of 
the importance of safeguarding, effective 
communication and caring skills. This 
course is equivalent to 1 A Level.

The course aims to support employment 
in the Health and Social Care sector. We 
cover positive relationships, equality, 
diversity and rights of individuals. Learn 
about the implication of the 2010 Equality 
Act, as well as considering safety and 
security within the sector. You will go on 
to study anatomy and physiology and 
the long term impact of physiological 
conditions, and nutrition for health. A good 
level of science knowledge is required.

You will also learn to research and refl ect 
on issues affecting the care sector, gaining 
an insight into the day-to-day working 
practices and how changes made at 
government level affect practitioners and 
clients.

This subject is suitable for students 
interested in professions such as nursing, 
midwifery, social work or counselling and 
for students who wish to work with young 
children, whether in nurseries or the 
teaching profession. You will develop skills 
and knowledge for entry to university 
courses or employment in the Health, 
Social Care or Early Years setting. 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Kelly Evans

Kelly.Evans@astreastivo.org

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
BTEC LEVEL 3 Cambridge Technicals

“Health and Social Care provides 
an understanding of many 

different job roles and can be 
template for your own future 

career.”
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If you want to develop 
skills, knowledge and 
understanding of how 
Information Technology is 
used in business then this is 
the course for you.

The philosophy of this Level 3 BTEC course is 
to provide an extensive work-related focus 
and cover key knowledge and practical 
skills required in the vocational sector. 
The mandatory units cover Information 
Technology Systems, creating systems 
to manage Information (database) and 
Using Social Media in Business. The 
optional unit is either Website Production 
or data modelling and is decided at the 
end of the fi rst year of the course.

Two of the units are assessed through 
assignments (internally set, but exam 
board approved) and two through 
external written exams. The database unit 
is assessed under controlled conditions 
over a week in either January or May/June 
and the Information Technology Systems 
is a 2-hour written paper at the end of 
the course. Text books and electronic 

resources are provided for the course.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Tutor contact
Tam Abedin

Tam.Abedin@astreastivo.org

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
BTEC LEVEL 3 Pearson

“The practical and work-
related focus of this new course 
makes it both interesting and 

exciting”
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This course is for students 
with an interest in sport and 
the sports industry.

In Year 12 students undertake the 
Introductory Diploma in Sport. This 
comprises of 7 units and is equivalent to 
1 A level. In Year 13 students complete a 
further 6 units.

Together with the units studied in Year 
12, this will lead to a Diploma in Sport, 
which is equivalent to 2 A levels. All 
units are centre-assessed and externally 
moderated by OCR. The full qualifi cation 
and units from this course are graded as 
Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction star.

You will cover topics including coaching, 
health, fi tness, injury, local and national 
sport and the sports industry. The course 
has a strong practical emphasis and 
includes work experience visits to sporting 
facilities to learn, study and practice new 
skills. 

You can study Sport Studies/Sports 
Science or Physical Education teaching at 

degree level. Many jobs in the sport and 
leisure industry are now looking at Sports 
Studies/PE as an essential background for 
future development. Sports Studies is also 
an advantage when applying for roles in 
leisure management, gym instruction 
and sports coaching.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Tutor contact
Christopher Havard

Christopher.Havard@astreastivo.org

SPORT
LEVEL 3 Cambridge Technical OCR Introductory Diploma 05409 Diploma 05415

“Put the effort in and you will 
reap the rewards!”
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THE LEVEL 2 “BRIDGING YEAR” 
COURSES ARE EQUIVALENT
TO GCSE STANDARD

At St Ivo Academy we recognise that not all 
students are ready to pursue Level 3 courses 
at the age of 16. We have therefore designed 
a Level 2 pathway, which students study for 
a year, to help them gain skills and qualities 
needed to embark on further studies or 
gain apprenticeships. This ‘Bridging Year’ 
allows students to study Level 2 BTEC or OCR 
qualifications, or equivalent, alongside resits 
in Maths and English GCSE, if required.

Students study nationally recognised, 
rigorous qualifications which test them to 
the same level as GCSE. Most of the work 
is assessed through coursework, which is 
internally marked and externally moderated. 
At least one unit is an external exam which is 
sat in January or May. As well as the BTEC or 
equivalent qualifications,

we offer students high quality careers advice 
and help in choosing their next step, should 
it be further study at St Ivo Academy, another 
further education establishment, or seeking 
an apprenticeship.

The Level 2 Courses we offer are:
• Public Services
• Sports Development Programme

In the past, students who have studied the 
‘Bridging Year’ have continued to study with 
us, gone on to college or have moved into 
employment in a field connected with one of 
their areas of study.

If you have any queries, please contact Mr 
Hedges, Assistant Head of Sixth Form.
Simon.Hedges@astreastivo.org

LEVEL TWO
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If you are interested in 
working for the armed forces, 
the emergency services, 
customs or youth services, 
this one year course is for 
you. It offers an introduction 
to employment in the public 
services.
You will be doing lots of practical work and 
will meet serving public servants who are 
already doing the type of job you would 
like to do.

During your year you will be completing 
a range of units which are designed to 
equip you with the skills and knowledge 
required when moving towards a career in 
a range of services. The course (certifi cate) 
consists of 7 units, two of which are 
examined externally.  All other units are 
assessed through coursework based on 
research you have undertaken and will 
develop your independent learning skills. 
You will be studying at least one fi tness 
based unit which will require you  to 
participate in team work and exercise. You 
will normally have an opportunity to visit 
local public service providers.

This course works well with GCSE English 
Language and Maths, if you have not 
achieved a level 4 or above in Year 11. 
Successful completion of this course at a 
Merit or above could lead to level 3 study 
at St Ivo or at CRC in a number of subjects. 
This course is equivalent to 2 GCSEs.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Ben Daly

Ben.Daly@astreastivo.org

PUBLIC SERVICES
LEVEL 2 EDEXCEL

“This is a new subject for me 
and I am very excited about it”
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This programme is for 
students with an interest in 
sport and the sports industry 
and will cover a wide range 
of topics.
You will have the opportunity to develop 
a variety of new and existing skills with 
experiences that will take place in the 
classroom, at our sporting facilities and 
out in the wider community.

• The OCR Cambridge Technical Level 2 
Diploma in Sport is equivalent to 3 GCSEs, 
and are internally marked then externally 
moderated by examiners.
• You will also undertake a general sports 
development programme.

There will normally be opportunities for 
coaching, offi ciating, fi rst aid, personal 
training and fi tness, and work experience 
in the sports industry, as well as leadership 
opportunities in PE lessons, extra–
curricular teams and with local primary 
schools. This programme offers a good 
transition onto the Level 3 Cambridge 
Technical in Sport.
 

The course will also give you the potential 
opportunity to enter employment within 
a range of junior job roles in the sports 
industry and health or social care. It also 
offers a sound basis for progression to a 
range of level 3 vocational qualifi cations or 
apprenticeships. This course is equivalent 
to two GCSEs.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
For entry requirements please refer to 
page 46.

Subject Lead
Christopher Havard

Christopher.Havard@astreastivo.org

SPORTS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
LEVEL 2 OCR 5886

“It’s great to experience sport 
from a different point of view; 
not just playing but learning 

about everything that goes on 
behind the scenes.”
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DATA PROTECTION
I agree that the information given on this form may be used for the required purposes ‘under the terms of GDPR. I consent to the storage 
of the above information on manual and computerised fi les. Parents/carers, please also sign to confi rm that you have dicsussed subject 
choices with your son/daughter.

Signature:

Date:

Parent/Carer Signature:

Date:

Tutor Signature:

Date:

Current St Ivo students:
you should make your application using this form, and 
complete the fi rst page only and return to your form tutor.

External Applicants:
you should complete both sides of this form and

return to Sixth Form Administrator, St Ivo Academy,
High Leys, St Ives, Cambridgeshire PE27 6RR

PERSONAL DETAILS

First name(s): Home Tel:

Last name: Mobile Tel:

Address: Student email:

Parent/Carer email:

Date of birth:

Postcode: Nationality:

Year 11 tutor group (if currently at St Ivo Academy) Gender:

SUBJECT CHOICES
You must refer to the entry pathways before making your choice.

A LEVELS APPLIED LEVEL THREE LEVEL TWO
Art German Performing Arts (Dance) Public Services

Biology History Food Science & Nutrition Sports Development

Business Studies Law Health & Social Care (Single)

Chemistry Mathematics Information Technology

Drama & Theatre Media Studies Sport (Double)

Economics Music

English Literature Photography

Extended Project Qualifi cation Physical Education

Ethics, Philosophy & Theology Physics

Film Studies Politics

French Product Design (Res Mat)

Further Mathematics Psychology

Geography Textiles/Fashion

You should choose at least 3 subjects. In addition, you may choose to study the EPQ.
Maths/Science students may also choose Further Maths as a fourth subject.

You should choose 1 subject. 
you will also study GCSE English 
or Maths as appropriate and 
have the opportunity to do 
some work.

Please note that whilst we endeavour to deliver a wide and varied range of courses every year, in the event 
of fi nancial and/or staffi ng constraints, not every subject combination may be possible. Therefore, we would 
encourage you to choose two reserve subjects to avoid disappointment.

St Ivo Academy Sixth Form
Application Form for Entry September 2021

WHAT ARE YOUR CAREER PLANS/ INTENDED DESTINATION AFTER COMPLETEING SIXTH FORM?

ANY OTHER INFORMATION
If you would like to give any further information that may help your application, use this space or attach an additional sheet.
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EDUCATION SCHOOL/COLLEGES YOU HAVE ATTENDED SINCE YOU WERE 11
Name and address of school/college From: To:

Telephone No. of current school/college:

Have you previously attended St Ivo School?    YES               NO               Date:                 Year 11 Tutor:

Have you applied to any other educational establishments or employer?    YES               NO               
If YES please state which. ( This will in no way effect our decision to offer you a place, but it will help us with our administration.)

 

QUALIFICATIONS AND AWARDS - YOU MAY INCLUDE RELEVANT AWARDS SUCH AS DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Examination and 

level
(e.g. GCSE Maths)

To be taken?
(please tick)

Predicted Grade Already taken
(please tick)

Date taken Final result

Closing date for applications is Monday 25th January 2021

LEARNING SUPPORT
We are committed to helping our learners succeed and therefore wish to identify any support you may need at an early 
stage. Please advise us of any specific learning needs you have which may affect your study.
Please tick any relevant boxes below.

Visual impairment Autism Spectrum Dyslexia Dyspraxia

Severe learning difficulty ADHD Hearing impairment Mental health

Dyscalcula Speech impediment Other, please state:

Have you got a Statement of Education Needs?      YES               NO               Date:                 
Is English your first language?      YES               NO               If NO what is your first language?

     I would like a member of The Learning Support Team to be present at my interview to discuss any support needs, so         
that these can be put into place as soon as possible.

MEDICAL CONDITIONS
If you have any disabilities or medical conditions we can contact you in confidence to discuss the support available. Please 
indicate medical conditions that we may need to be aware of. Please tick any relevant boxes below.

Anxiety/nervousness Asthma or breathing difficulties Diabetes

Temporary disablility after illness Migraines Fainting

Skin allergies e.g. eczema Disability affecting mobility Difficulty standing/sitting

Working at heights Epilepsy Other physical disability

Other, please state:
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SIXTH FORM
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

ST IVO SIXTH FORM LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
The St Ivo Academy Sixth Form Leadership Council consists of 
representatives from each of the Year 12 and Year 13 tutor groups, all 
elected by their classmates and form tutors to work in close liaison 
with the various branches of the St Ivo Academy Leadership Team.  
Normally the Council, chaired by us, meets on the first Thursday 
of every month to address various issues, plan school-wide events 
and generally propose ways to create a continually enriching 
experience for our students, based on their own development and 
needs.  
 
As a Leadership Council for the academy’s Sixth Form students, our 
focus also extends to year-specific councils and House councils.  
As Student Ambassadors and Student Leaders we aim to inspire 
younger students to work hard toward their goals, whilst acting as 
a voice for all our Sixth Form students.  
 
Working with the Leadership Council demonstrates that so 
many of our students have amazing ideas and proposals for the 
growth of our Sixth Form; the Leadership Council facilitates ample 
opportunities to enable students to make a difference and improve 
our lives and that of others.  This is sometimes done through events 
as Pink Day (which raises awareness for breast cancer). 
 
As a group, we meet regularly with Mr Griffin, plan and present 
assemblies across the school, we attend and speak to various 
teachers about academic issues, thus giving the Leadership 
Council and students the chance to develop their critical thinking 
and leadership skills, as well as fine tuning their communication, 
public speaking, administration and organisational skills.  
The continual growth of our Sixth Form – and entire school – is 
not just the responsibility of our teachers.  We as students play 
an important role in developing the opportunities, experiences 
and enrichment St Ivo education provides.  If you would like to 
play a part in this, then perhaps consider joining our Sixth Form 
Leadership Council.  

ABBY & JOSH
HEAD GIRL & BOY

The Sixth Form is a friendly and engaging area. Students 
feel safe and secure. Many choose to stay in school to 
study well after the end of the school day. There is also a 
wide range of very enriching activities such as the regular 
and varied opportunities to go on school trips abroad or 
within the country.
Ofsted, September 2016
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SUPPORT
AND GUIDANCE

October October October to January January February/March

March May/June August September

Issue of Sixth Form 
Prospectus and 
launch of the Year 11 
programme

Open Evening for 
students and parents/
carers of prospective 
Year 12s

Conditional offers 
made to students

GCSE examinations GCSE results and 
guidance

Signing on day for 
new students

Interviews with 
prospective students

Return of completed 
application forms

Information, advice 
and guidance given 
by subject teachers 
and pastoral team to 
prospective students

Schedule for Sixth Form Applications

Tutorial support for our students is one of our 
greatest strengths at St Ivo. Communication 
is the key to success and the kind of informal 
daily contact a tutor offers is designed to 
guide and nurture individuals in making 
wise choices, both academically and 
personally.

Tutors are specifically trained to guide and 
support their tutees in areas ranging from 
academic and personal accomplishments, 
to university applications, preparation for 
the world of work and offering help should 
any concerns arise.

OUR PROGRAMME INCLUDES:
•  At least half-termly one-to-one discussions 
with your tutor about your progress, career 
planning, working towards independent 
study and pastoral issues.
• Four academic tracking points per year, 
to check that you are developing both 
educationally and personally. Tracking is 
a snapshot of a student’s potential and 
predicted grades, work ethic, homework 
and organisational skills. Together with your 
tutor you can then create a personalised 
action plan to enhance your progress.
• Twice yearly parent/carer evenings in 
Year 12, one parent/carer evening in Year 13 
alongside individual parental consultations 
when required.
• Specialist visiting speakers covering topics 
such as driver safety, sexual health, mental 
wellbing and managing your finances.
• Information on gap years, studying abroad 
and working abroad.

• Close links and liason with Cambridge 
University and Oxford University,  Anglia 
Ruskin and Lincoln University, all of whom 
have an input into our information, advice 
and guidance programme.

To support your development we have a 
Sixth Form Administrator and a full-time 
Medical Assistant.

In all areas of Sixth Form life, students 
are encouraged to develop and take 
responsibility for their own learning.

CAREER DEVELOPMENT
We are a truly comprehensive Sixth Form. 
Whilst the majority of our students go on to 
study at university, some go to FE College, 
begin apprenticeships or start work. Tutors 
and pastoral leaders are trained in guiding 
you along the path that is right for you. We 
have our own Head of Careers, who is also 
a Sixth Form Tutor, as well as Oxbridge link 
tutors. Most students stay for two years, 
but a number undertake one year courses, 
leaving at the end of Year 12.
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All students who wish to join St Ivo 
Academy Sixth Form must satisfy the 
entry criteria by gaining the necessary 
minimum levels/grades required for 
a particular pathway and subject. In 
addition, a student’s attitude to work, 
previous attendance and conduct will 
be considered.

LEVEL THREE / A LEVEL COURSES
There are several pathways to access 
A Levels/Level 3 studies at St Ivo. The 
starting point for you as an applicant is 
your predicted levels/grades, which will 
inform you of the pathway to which you 
are best suited.

LEVEL TWO/GCSE COURSES
Level 2 courses help to improve on 
the grades that you bring from Year 11. 
Often students who are studying Level 
2 courses will do so with the intention 
of going on to study Level 3 courses 
provided they can improve their grades 
sufficiently in their first year. For other 
students, this is an opportunity to 
improve their English and Mathematics 
levels/grades and build up their portfolio 
of GCSE qualifications before applying 
for apprenticeships.

FOR ALL COURSES
Students are offered places on the 
basis of their predicted levels/grades. 
If you achieve better GCSE levels than 
anticipated, then subjects chosen can 
be reviewed in the light of your higher 
performance. Conversely, if you don’t 
achieve the predicted grades then you 

must arrange a meeting with the Sixth 
Form Advice Team before beginning 
Sixth Form.

Students who haven’t achieved a level 
4 or better in GCSE English and/or 
Mathematics will have to retake these 
subjects.

For further information on the GCSE 
grades required to access our courses, 
please refer to “Sixth Form Entry 
Requirments” which is available online 
on the Academy’s website.

ENTRY
REQUIREMENTS
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Sixth Form Results 2019 .
We are delighted to have received 
another strong set of A Level results. 
These results have enabled the vast 
majority of our students to progress to 
the university courses of their choice. 
Individual successes at the school include 
8 students with straight A*A grades (or 
equivalent), with two of these students 
being awarded straight A* grades. 

A number of subjects had very strong 
results, with at least 60% of grades A*B or 
equivalent in French, Law, History, Further 
Maths, Geography, IT, Business Studies, 
Graphics, Economics and Textiles. There 
was also a very strong performance in 
Sport, with 85% of Year 13 grades at least 
Distinction (equivalent to grade A).

Destinations 2020
Once again a high number of St Ivo 
students have been accepted to their 
first choice university, including the 
Russell Group.

Over the last four years St Ivo Sixth Form 
has consistently seen a high percentage 
of students progress to higher education. 
Almost every student is successful in 
securing their future pathway, be that 
at university, employment, college or 
apprenticeship.

A Level, 2019

Student destinations after St Ivo

A*-A  18%
A*-B  46%
A*-C  74%
A*-E  98%

73% University

14% Employment/Apprenticeships

7% Further Education

6% Gap Year

EXAMINATION
RESULTS

Vocational Qualifications:
Over 60% of grades were Distinction or 
Distinction*
100% of students achieved a Pass or better.

EPQ (Level 3):
64% of students achieved A*/A grades.
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TIMETABLES
Students’ timetables vary depending on 
the subjects chosen and the teaching 
hours offered. Generally, students 
will have between five and ten study 
periods per week on their timetable 
depending on the Pathway taken. This 
time is allocated so that students may 
prepare and research study topics and 
do homework tasks. It is also anticipated 
that students will spend one to two 
hours per day, per subject, on research/
homework tasks. All students will receive 
support with general study skills and 
organisation. For some students, this 
will be directed as appropriate.

EXTENDED STUDY HOURS
Sixth Formers are required to work more 
independently, and as such must do 
extra preparation for each lesson in order 
to achieve highly. Our Resource Centre, 
Silent Study and Understudy areas are 
all open 8am to 4.30pm daily, often later, 
with access to state of the art computers 
and up to the minute texts, journals, 
periodicals and articles. We expect Sixth 
Formers to utilise these times.

TEXT BOOKS
Students will be furnished with subject 
reading lists, indicating recommended 
and additional reading. The 
recommended texts will be provided in 
lessons and The Study. Students are
advised to purchase their own copies 
if they wish to annotate them and/or 
take them out of school. The school has 
a small bursary fund set aside to help 
those students most in need of financial 
assistance.

IDENTIFICATION BADGES
All Sixth Form students must wear 
student lanyards at all times whilst on 
the school premises. These lanyards and 
act as identification, and will also be 
activated to operate the entrance gates 
during the school day. This is part of our 
safeguarding procedures.

SIXTH FORM LEARNING AGREEMENT
As part of our commitment to students, 
the learning agreement sets out our 
pledge to support you through Sixth 
Form. This is complemented by students 
also pledging to play an active part in 
their learning.
Your form tutor will discuss this with you.

YOUR
SIXTH FORM DAY

“In a student voice survey 
conducted in February 
2018 95% of students said 
they were having a good or 
great time.”
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FACILITIES, CLUBS
SOCIETIES & VOLUNTEERING

FACILITIES
St Ivo’s well established and successful Sixth 
Form has an excellent academic record and 
an outstanding pastoral support system.

Our Sixth Form offers a variety of subjects 
at a variety of levels and produces excellent 
exam results leading to students achieving 
their higher education and employment 
ambitions. The school’s record of adding 
value to student outcomes is amongst the 
very best in both the county and the country.

Sixth Form students have their own 
purpose-built Sixth Form Centre called The 
Keep. Sixth Form study areas are open from 
8am to 4.30pm daily. Areas include silent 
study zones for individual work, an area for 
group work, a number of classrooms which 
also serve as Sixth Form private study areas 
with a variety of resources to complement 
your study.

St Ivo Sixth Form is friendly and welcoming, 
academically  very successful and 
vibrant; offering students a wide range of 
community, specialist societies, social and 
sporting opportunities, which in turn help 
students to move on to the next stage of 
their lives either in education or the wider 
world.

Students have access to a careers advice. 
The school Resource Centre/Library in the 
Sixth Form Centre holds a wide variety of 
resources, many specifically for post-16 use.

Sixth Form students have open access to all 
school facilities including ICT suites and the 
excellent Dining Hall/vending machines.

Many departments including Art, 
Philosophy, Geography, History and the 
Sciences also have their own Sixth Form 
study areas.

Students can use the nearby Recreation 
Centre at reduced rates. It offers excellent 
Sports facilities and a Fitness Centre and a 
cafe.

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
There are a variety of extra-curricular 
activities designed for Sixth Formers to help 
enhance their knowledge in different fields 
of interest.

• The Medical Forum
• Faculty Club Football tournament
• Girls Football/Rugby team
• Debating Society
• The Commoner Magazine editorial group
• STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths) Group
• Book Club
• Film Club
• Latin for beginners
• Netball team
• Theatre Club and school productions
• Chess Club
• Tennis Club
• First Aid Training

Not found anything that appeals? Why not 
start your own club or society?

SIXTH FORM COUNCIL
A big part of our Sixth Form community, 
the Council, led by our Head Girl and Head 
Boy, act as ambassadors for the whole 
school. They arrange the yearly Summer 
Ball, produce our Sixth Form magazine, The 
Commoner, and raise money for charities. 
They meet regularly with the Headteacher 
and Sixth Form leadership team with the 
aim of enhancing the learning experience 
and exam preparation for all sixth formers.

VOLUNTEERING
All students are expected to designate 
a proportion of their study periods to 
Personal Development and Contribution 
(PDAC). This includes completing 
supporting qualifications, volunteering 
in the community, and Academy service 
supporting younger students and leading 
enrichment activities.
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In March 2019, St Ivo Sixth Form joined Astrea Academy Trust. Astrea was 
established in 2015 and the trust’s schools do not subscribe to the typical 
notion of ‘schooling’ where everything is driven by results. Astrea students 
achieve to the very highest levels, but we believe that education is about so 
much more than just attainment.

Astrea’s mission to ‘inspire beyond measure’ refl ects the trust’s belief that an 
exceptional education is rich and empowering beyond the narrow confi nes 
of formal examination success.

“At Astrea we believe in providing an education that inspires beyond 
measure, and we are delighted to be working with St Ivo Sixth Form. Over 
the past few years results show an excellent level of progress being made by 
all students and this is a fantastic opportunity to enhance the educational 
opportunities for post-16 students in the community and surrounding areas.”

ASTREA: Collaborative 
working and “inspiring 

beyond measure”





St Ivo Academy
High Leys, St Ives, Cambridgeshire PE27 6RR
Tel 01480 375405
E-mail offi ce@astreastivo.org or sixthform@astreastivo.org
www.astreastivo.org
facebook.com/StIvoSch


