
 

Open Evening 2020 – Sixth Form FAQ 
 

What are the entry requirements for joining St Ivo Sixth Form? 

All students who wish to join St Ivo Academy Sixth Form must satisfy the entry criteria by gaining the 

necessary minimum levels/grades required for a particular pathway and subject. In addition, a 

student’s attitude to work, previous attendance and conduct will be considered. 

For further information on the GCSE grades required to access our courses, please refer to the “Sixth 

Form Entry Requirements” document which will be available next half term on the Academy’s 

website. 

How many subjects will students normally study? 

For A Level or Level 3, we expect that students will choose to study three subjects, although some 

students may choose to do an additional subject such as further maths. Some students are also 

guided to do the EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) which is an AS level subject and completed in 

Year 12.  

For those students doing the Bridging Year (one year course), students will re-sit English and Maths 

as needed, and follow a Level 2 course which will enable them to improve their GCSE profile. 

You can find more information in the prospectus. 

What are the normal route of progressions for students? 

Over the last four years, St Ivo Sixth Form has consistently seen a high percentage of students 

progress to higher education. Almost every student is successful in securing their future pathway, be 

that at university, college of further education, employment, or apprenticeship. 

This year, once again a high number of St Ivo students have been accepted to their first choice 

university.  We are very pleased to say that each year a significant number of students progress to 

Russell Group universities, including Oxford and Cambridge. 

Normally, a small but significant number of students are able to find local employment, higher level 

apprenticeships or college placements with a work experience element. We are very grateful to St 

Ives and the local community for this. Local opportunities include health and welfare, technology- 

based areas, education, leisure and retail. 

How well do students do in their exams? 

St Ivo’s well established and successful Sixth Form has an excellent academic record and an 

outstanding pastoral support system. Our Sixth Form offers a variety of subjects at a variety of levels 

and produces excellent exam results leading to students achieving their higher education and 

employment ambitions. The Sixth Form’s record of adding value to student outcomes is amongst the 

very best in both the county and the country. You can find a breakdown of our results on the 

academy website. 



What facilities do you offer? 

Sixth Form students have their own purpose-built Sixth Form Centre called The Keep. Sixth Form 

study areas are open from 8am to 4.30pm daily. Areas include silent study zones for individual work, 

an area for group work, and a number of classrooms which also serve as Sixth Form private study 

areas with a variety of resources to complement your study.  

The school Resource Centre/Library in the Sixth Form Centre holds a wide variety of resources, many 

specifically for post-16 use.  

Many departments including Art, Philosophy, Geography, History and the Sciences also have their 

own Sixth Form study areas. 

Sixth Form students have open access to all school facilities including ICT suites and the Dining 

Hall/vending machines.  

Normally students can use the nearby Recreation Centre at reduced rates. It offers excellent Sports 

facilities and a Fitness Centre and a café. 

How can students move forward in their personal development? 

St Ivo Sixth Form is friendly and welcoming, academically very successful and vibrant; offering 

students a wide range of community, specialist societies, social and sporting opportunities, which in 

turn help students to move on to the next stage of their lives either in education or the wider world. 

There is normally a variety of extra-curricular activities designed to help students enhance their 

knowledge and skill in different fields of interest.  These include: 

• The Medical Forum  
• Faculty Club Football tournament 
• Girls Football/Rugby team 
• Debating Society 
• The Commoner Magazine editorial group 
• STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) Group 
• Book Club  
• Film Club  
• Latin for beginners 
• Netball team 
• Theatre Club and school productions 
• Chess Club 
• Tennis Club 
• First Aid Training 
 

 Not hearing anything that appeals? Why not start your own club or society next year?  

What about developing leadership skills? 

A big part of our Sixth Form community, the Council is led by our Head Girl and Head Boy and 

students act as ambassadors for the whole school. They meet regularly with the Principal and Sixth 

Form leadership team with the aim of enhancing the learning experience and exam preparation for 

all sixth formers. They arrange the yearly Summer Ball, produce our Sixth Form magazine, The 

Commoner, and raise money for charities. 



Students also have the opportunity to become subject ambassadors, working to promote their 

subject across the school whilst developing a passion for their chosen subject.  

All students are expected to designate a proportion of their study periods to Personal Development 

and Contribution (PDAC). This includes completing supporting qualifications, volunteering in the 

community, and Academy service supporting younger students and leading enrichment activities. 

What is the 16-19 Bursary Fund? 

The Government has set aside some money for schools to allocate to young people who need 

financial support to stay on in further education or training. This is called the 16 – 19 Bursary Fund. 

This fund could help students with education-related costs that may arise during the school year, 

including essentials like a meal during the day or transport to the Academy. It might also provide 

extra help to buy books, clothing or equipment for your course, or pay for educational visits. You can 

find more details of who is eligible, how to make an application and how payments are made on our 

website. 

 

 

 


