
 

Open Evening 2020 – Year 6 into 7 FAQ 
 
Uniform 
At St Ivo we are proud of our smart uniform.  We believe that it gives us a clear identity both 
in school and within the local community.  Full details of our uniform can be found on our 
website (https://www.astreastivo.org/uniform/).  Any individual issues around uniform can 
be discussed with us once a place has been confirmed which will be after March 2021. 
 
House system 
The school operates a house system to encourage cooperation between year groups and to 
support whole school events such as sports and charity work.  Students will be allocated to 
one of five houses: Leger (red), Bridge (green), Crosier (purple), River (blue) and Wheatsheaf 
(yellow).  House points gained will contribute to an overall house trophy competition across 
the year.  If your child has an older sibling at St Ivo they will be placed in the same house as 
that sibling. 
 
Curriculum (inc setting and MFL) 
Students in Year 7 will follow a full range of curriculum subjects.  Information on these can 
be found on our website (https://www.astreastivo.org/curriculum/).  Using information 
from primary schools we group students into ability sets for maths, English (which will also 
be their set for Modern Languages and for Humanities subjects) and in PE.  All other 
subjects are taught in mixed groups in Year 7.  For their language all students in Year 7 will 
study French.  Some students will be offered a second language in Year 8 and it is our 
expectation that students will follow a language at GCSE. 
 
A small number of students will join our 7 Jump programme.  This is a specialist course for 
those students who may require additional support in their learning.  Students who follow 
this provision will typically be recommended by their primary school.  If you have further 
questions then please address them to our SENCO Mr West. 
 
Out of catchment 
Many of you will be looking at St Ivo from outside of our traditional catchment area and will 
be asking the question “Will I be able to get a place?”  Each year group at St Ivo has capacity 
for 296 students.  Current information tells us that there are fewer than 296 in the current 
Year 6 in local primary schools.  As such we would expect there to be a number of places 
available to those people who live outside of our catchment.  If we receive more than 296 
applications places will be allocated using the order of preference listed on the 
Cambridgeshire County Council website 
(https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-
learning/apply-for-a-school-place/secondary-school).  
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Buses 
The County Council manage provision of transport from the villages surrounding St Ives. 
Buses are typically available to and from the vast majority of the villages in the local area, 
including Needingworth, Earith, Somersham, Bluntisham, Wyton, Colne and Hemingford. 
Further details, including the application process, are available from the Cambridgeshire 
County Council website (https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-
families/schools-learning/school-transport/pre-16-school-transport). 
 
Canteen 
At St Ivo we run our own in-house catering provision.  This provision is typically available 
before school, at break time and at lunch (current Covid restrictions have led to a different 
pattern at the moment).  Students are able to purchase hot and cold food which meets all 
national nutritional guidelines.  We operate a cashless catering system and students will be 
able to get a lunch card which you can top up online as needed.  Food can be eaten both in 
the dining room and in designated outside areas for each year group. 
 
Behaviour 
High standards of behaviour are essential for students if they are to make strong progress 
whilst at St Ivo.  There are clear expectations for all students in all lessons which are known 
by everyone in the school (https://www.astreastivo.org/behaviour/). There are also clear 
consequences for those who do not follow these expectations.  These can include removal 
from lessons, detentions (at break, lunch and after school) and in extreme circumstances 
exclusion from school. 
 
Some parents will be understandably anxious about their child moving the high school and 
whether they might experience bullying.  Thankfully at St Ivo this is a rare occurrence but 
equally all schools can experience this at times.  We have clear policies and expectations 
around this and would always encourage students and parents to discuss any concerns with 
us as soon as they arise.  
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